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Address to: 
Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 

37 CFR 1.97(b) 

The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p). 
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Docket No. 
112857-475 


Irv^e Applicatiq#K/ Sachio Akahira 




Serial No. 
10/780,532 


Filing Date 
February 16, 2004 


Examiner 
Unknown 


Group Art Unit ! 
1745 
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Payment of Fee 

(Only complete if Applicant elects to pay the fee set forth In 37 CFR 1 .17(p)) 

A check in the amount of is attached. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 02-1818 

as described below. 

□ Charge the amount of 
(3 Credit any overpayment. 

□ Charge any additional fee required. 

Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile* Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail 



I certify that this document and authorization to charge deposit 
account is being facsimile transmitted to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (R 



(Date) 



Signature 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 



I certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
on May 18, 2004 with the U.S. Postal Service 

as first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 and is 
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
USOrAtexandria, VA 22313-1450. 




Signature of Person Mailing Correspondence 
Renee Street 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Certificate 



*^his certificat| may only be used if paying by 



Dated: May 18, 2004 



Signature 
Thomas C. Basso 
Reg. No. 46,541 

BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 
P.O. Box 1135 
Chicago, IL 60690-1135 
Phone: 312-807-4310 



cc: 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Sachio Akahira 
10/780,532 
February 16, 2004 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 37 C.F.R. 1.97, and 37 C.F.R. 1.98, 
Applicants request that a citation and examination of the references cited below, and on the 
attached PTO-1449 form, copies of which can be found in the parent, application no. 09/896,686, 
issued as U.S. Patent No. 10/780,532 on February 16, 2004, be made during the course of 
examination of the above-identified application for United States patent. 

Sir: 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document No. 


Date 


Inventor 


5,439,760 


08-08-95 


Howard et al. 


5,746,780 


05-05-98 


Narukara et al. 


6,106,973 


08-22-00 


Sonozaki et al. 


6,156,080 


12-05-00 


Kumeuchi et al 


6,174,620 


01-16-01 


Okada et al. 


6,232,015 


05-15-01 


Wyser 


6,242,130 


06-05-01 


Noh et al. 


6,242,131 


06-05-01 


Noh 


6,296,971 


10-02-01 


Hara 


6,316,140 


11-13-01 


Hatazawa et al. 


6,444,351 


09-03-02 


Goto 



Appl. No. 10/780,532 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



I 



Document No. 


Date 


Country 


JP 09-326260 


12-16-97 


Japan 


JP 11-265732 


09-28-99 


Japan 


JP 10-074538 A 


03-17-98 


Japan 


JP 11-265732 A 


09-28-99 


Japan 


GB 2 324 404 A 


10-21-98 


UK 


EP 0 948 064 Al 


10-06-99 


Europe 



Applicants look forward to early and favorable consideration of this matter. 



Respectfully submitted, 
BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 




Thomas C. Basso 

Reg. No.46,541 

P.O.Box 1135 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1135 

Phone: (312) 807-4310 



Date: May 18, 2004 
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MATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

;everal sheets if necessary) 

c:| PTO Form 1449 



Atty Docket No. 

112857-475 


Application No. 

10/780,532 


Applicant 

Sachio Akahira 


Filing Date 

Feb. 16, 2004 


Group 

1745 



t-o- 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Initials 




Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Inventor 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 

It 

Appropriate 






5,439,760 


08-08-95 


Howard et al. 












5,746,780 


05-05-98 


Narukara et al. 












6,106,973 


08-22-00 


Sonozaki et al. 












6,156,080 


12-05-00 


Kumeuchi et al. 












6,174,620 


01-16-01 


Okada et al. 












6,232,015 


05-15-01 


Wyser 












6,242,130 


06-05-01 


Noh et al. 












6,242,131 


06-05-01 


Noh 












6,296,971 


10-02-01 


Hara 












6,316,140 


11-13-01 


Hatazawa et al. 












6,444,351 


09-03-02 


Goto 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 




Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Trans! 


ation 


Yes 


No 






JP 09-326260 


12-16-97 


Japan 














JP 11-265732 


09-28-99 


Japan 














JP 10-074538 A 


03-17-98 


Japan 














JP 11-265732 A 


09-28-99 


Japan 














GB 2 324 404 A 


10-21-98 


UK 














EP0 948 064 Al 


10-06-99 


Europe 





























Examiner's 
Initials 




OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



























Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



♦Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 
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